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SUBJECT: LAWS OF WAR CONFERENCE-NEW ARTICLE ON ACCOUNTING 
FOR MISSING AND DEAD IN ARMED CONFLICTS 

REF: (A) GENEVA 1701 (NOTAL) (B) STATE 044593 (NOTAL) 

1. SINCE CURRENT SESSION OF DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE 
WILL NOT REACH PROPOSED NEW ARTICLE ON ACCOUNTING FOR 
MISSING AND DEAD IN ARMED CONFLICTS, INFORMAL WORKING 
GROUP MET AT USG SUGGESTION MARCH 25 TO DISCUSS 
SUBSTANCE OF AMENDMENT AND PROCEDURES FOR FURTHER REVIEW 
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OF USDEL, WHO STRESSED NON-POLITICAL HUMANITARIAN 
NATURE OF SUBIECT AND EXPRESSED HOPE PROPOSAL WOULD 
BE APPROVED AT NEXT SESSION OF LOW CONFERENCE IN 1975. 

2. FRG AND UK REPS REAFFIRMED THEIR GOVERNMENT'S 
INTEREST IN HAVING NEW LANGUAGE ON SUBJECT INCLUDED 
IN GENEVA CONVENTIONS. FRG REP STRESSED DESIRABILITY 
OF BILATERAL AGREEMENTS RE GRAVES AND TOLD US DELOFF 
PRIVATELY HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD SETTLE FOR THIS IF 
COMMUNISTS OBJECT TO PROVISIONS FOR ACCESS TO GRAVES 
BY RELATIVES (ARTICLE 5 OF DRAFT AMENDMENT, REF (B)). 
ITALIAN REP WANTED TO CONSULT APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS 
IN ROME BUT ASSUMED HIS DELEGATION WOULD BE PREPARED 
TO CO-SPONSOR AT NEXT SESSION OF CONFERENCE. 

3. REPS OF ICRC AND CENTRAL TRACING AGENCY RAISED 
TECHNICAL QUESTIONS RE SCOPE AND APPLICABILITY OF 
NEW AMENDMENT IN LIGHT OF PROVISIONS IN EXISTING 
CONVENTIONS. ICRC REP ALSO THOUGHT AMENDMENT SHOULD 
INDICATE THAT RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTIES RE GRAVES 
SHOULD APPLY "AT LEAST AS MUCH AS FOR THEIR OWN 
CITIZENS," TO AVOID CHARGE THIS WAS WESTERN PROPOSAL 
WHICH WOULD SET UNREALISTIC STANDARDS FOR LESS 
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. 

4. FINNISH. DANISH, GERMAN, AND OTHER DELEGATES 
THOUGHT IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR USG TO INITIATE 
BILATERAL CONTACTS ON SUBJECT WITH WIDE RANGE OF 
GOVERNMENTS DURING INTERVAL BETWEEN CONFERENCES. 
FINNISH REP THOUGHT IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO MANY 
STATES TO HAVE BACKGROUND PAPER WHICH COULD BE 
CIRCULATED TO APPROPRIATE OFFICES AT HOME. US REP 
SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD TRY TO DO THIS THROUGH 
AMERICAN EMBASSIES IN CAPITALS. 

5. COMMENT: ATTENDANCE AT WORKING GROUP WAS SMALLER 
THAN HOPED BECAUSE COMMITTEE II SCHEDULED DRAFTING 
SESSION AT SAME TIME. THERE WAS VIRTUALLY NO 
ATTENDANCE FROM LDCS.DALE 
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